Leitrim County Council 

variation to the county development plan 2003-2009. 

Variation No 7, 2007 implementing the Land Use Strategy for Selected Towns, Villages and other Centres 2007.

As adopted  by resolution of the Elected Members 

at the Council Meeting on 16th July 2007

Policy 2.1a) is amended as follows:

Policy 2.1a) {amended}. It is the policy of the Council to promote the viability of these facilities by encouraging new residential development to locate within the development envelope of existing towns, villages and other centres where these services are available.  For its part the Council will seek to ensure these centres have adequate sewage treatment, water supply and other infrastructure. Subject to finance being available, the Council will seek to acquire and develop sites within these centres for residential, economic and social uses where the Council has identified a need for such facilities. In particular derelict and obsolete properties in towns and villages will be sought and refurbished or redeveloped as appropriate. The Council will also encourage the development of infill or backland sites within the built up area of towns, villages and other centres.  As a general rule developments will be encouraged to locate within the development envelope of town, village and other centres, in accordance with the Local Area Plans and the document; “Land Use Strategy for Selected Towns, Villages and other Centres 2007” which forms Appendix 1 of the County Development Plan.

The Council will encourage the efficient and economic use of services by encouraging new development towards locations where there is spare capacity in existing infrastructure and facilities and serviced land is being underused.

Several areas within the catchments of individual towns and villages are unzoned and without specific land use policies. Whilst such areas will generally remain as existing this does not mean that land use change will not be allowed. Proposals for the development of individual sites will be considered on their individual merit and within the general context as set by the plan’s land use guidance.

Section 3.01.04 Town and Village Boundaries, is amended as follows:

Where a Local Area Plan exists for a town/village, or is made during the life of this plan, the boundaries of the town/village will be as determined by that plan.  Otherwise the boundary will be as indicated in the document; “Land Use Strategy for Selected Towns, Villages and other Centre 2007”, which forms Appendix 1 of the County Development Plan.

Policy 4.2h is amended as follows:

It is the Council’s policy to counteract undue segregation in housing between persons of different social backgrounds by:

i) Reserving by way of condition in any planning permission granted, 20 per cent of housing in any development of 5 or more houses or on greater than 0.1 hectares within the zoned areas of the following towns and villages; 

Tier 1 Centres: Carrick-on-Shannon. 

Tier 2 Centres: Ballinamore, Drumshanbo, and Manorhamilton.

Tier 3 Centres: Carrigallen, Dromahaire, Dromod, Kinlough, Leitrim and Tullaghan.

Given that the identified demand for social and affordable housing has a 75%/25% split, and recognising that it is not always possible to provide such a split in a practical manner in all circumstances, the required split on any individual site between social and affordable shall be as required by the Planning and Housing Authority, having regard to the desirability of an appropriate split of 15% social and 5% affordable, where such a split can reasonably be achieved.

ii) Acquiring housing in private estates to accommodate persons on the housing waiting list in order to meet demand for social housing and also to counteract and/or avoid the effects of social segregation.

iii) Encouraging home ownership amongst local authority tenants.

iv) Encouraging development in areas which at present exhibit an imbalance in either direction.

The Council recognises the need for population growth the County, the need to support persons building family homes in rural areas, and the need also to strengthen the demographic profile of the County.  In particular where there are threats to the sustainability of Rural Communities, the Council will take account of and protect the agricultural and other socio-economic needs of that community.  These objectives form part of the overall Housing Strategy.

