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Introduction

In the preparation of this assessment reference has been made to the following documents in particular; 

· MANAGING NATURA 2000 SITES. The provisions of Article 6, of the ‘Habitats’ Directive 92/43/CEE
· Guidance document on Article 6(4) of 'Habitats Directive' 92/43/EEC

· Department of the Environment Heritage and Local Government (DEHLG) Circular letter SEA 1/08 & NPWS 1/08 dated 15 February, 2008, See Appendix 1.
The circular mentioned above refers to the recent ruling against Ireland in Case 418/04 EC Commission v Ireland. The ruling relates to Ireland’s transposition and implementation of the Birds Directive 79/409/EEC, as well as its implementation of relevant articles of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC

The ruling among other things clarifies that Ireland has not correctly transposed Article 6(3) and(4) of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC by not providing explicitly for appropriate assessment of land use plans, as opposed to projects (paras 222 to 234 of the ruling). The circular states, interalia, 

“Any draft land use plan (development plans, local area plans, regional planning guidelines,schemes for strategic development zones) or amendment/variation to it proposed under the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) must be screened for any potential impact on areas designated as Natura 2000 sites (normally called Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) or Special Protection Areas (SPAs) – note bold text has been added to orignal. 

This screening should be based on any ecological information available to the authority and an adequate description of the plan and its likely environmental impacts. This should take into account any policies that will set the terms for future development. Up to date maps of Natura 2000 sites, or areas proposed for designation, are available on www.npws.ie. The results of the screening should be recorded and made available to the public. 

In any case where, following screening, it is found that the draft plan or amendment may have an impact on the conservation objectives of a Natura 2000 site or that such an impact cannot be ruled out, adopting a precautionary approach-

- an appropriate assessment of the plan must be carried out and

- in any case where a strategic environmental assessment (SEA) would not otherwise be required, it must also be carried out”.
The provisions of Art. 6(4) of the Habitats Directive apply when the results of the preliminary assessment under Art. 6(3) are negative or uncertain. That is:

1. The plan or project will adversely affect the integrity of the site

2. Doubts remain as to the absence of adverse effects on the integrity of the site linked to the plan or project concerned
Brief description of the plan
The Draft County Development Plan consists of a set of broad aims, reinforced by strategic policies and objectives to ensure the sustainable development of the area. In addition, the plan contains development control guidelines to ensure that the agreed aims, strategic objectives and policies are complied with. 

The Draft Plan sets out a framework for the sustainable development of the County and in so doing co-ordinates the reasonable needs and aspirations of its people, maximises the best-use of its resources, promotes its economic and social development, while preserving the best of its natural and built environment and unique character. The Draft Plan including the Strategic Environmental Report and associated documentation may be viewed on the council web site at; http://www.leitrimcoco.ie/Departments/Planning/
Legislative Requirements
The principal legal framework for the conservation of wildlife is contained within; the European Habitats Directive (43/92/EU), European Birds Directive (79/409/EEC), the Wildlife Act 1976, the Wildlife (Amendment) Act 2000 and Part XIII of the Planning and Development Act 2000 as amended.  The objectives of this European and National legislation are to provide for the protection and conservation of the flora and fauna in the habitats in which they occur.  

The requirements relating to the Appropriate Assessment of Land Use Plans are set out in Article 6 of the Habitats Directive states;

1.
For special areas of conservation, Member States shall establish the necessary conservation measures involving, if need be, appropriate management plans specifically designed for the sites or integrated into other development plans, and appropriate statutory, administrative or contractual measures which correspond to the ecological requirements of the natural habitat types in Annex I and the species in Annex II present on the sites.

2.
Member States shall take appropriate steps to avoid, in the special areas of conservation, the deterioration of natural habitats and the habitats of species as well as disturbance of the species for which the areas have been designated, in so far as such disturbance could be significant in relation to the objectives of this Directive.

3.
Any plan or project not directly connected with or necessary to the management of the site but likely to have a significant effect thereon, either individually or in combination with other plans or projects, shall be subject to appropriate assessment of its implications for the site in view of the site’s conservation objectives. In the light of the conclusions of the assessment of the implications for the site and subject to the provisions of paragraph 4, the competent national authorities shall agree to the plan or project only after having ascertained that it will not adversely affect the integrity of the site concerned and, if appropriate, after having obtained the opinion of the general public.

4.
If, in spite of a negative assessment of the implications for the site and in the absence of alternative solutions, a plan or project must nevertheless be carried out for imperative reasons of overriding public interest, including those of a social or economic nature, the Member State shall take all compensatory measures necessary to ensure that the overall coherence of Natura 2000 is protected. It shall inform the Commission of the compensatory measures adopted.  Where the site concerned hosts a priority natural habitat type and/or a priority species, the only considerations which may be raised are those relating to human health or public safety, to beneficial consequences of primary importance for the environment or, further to an opinion from the Commission, to other imperative reasons of overriding public interest.
Consultation

In accordance with the Department circular letter the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) of the Department has a formal consultation role (through the Development Applications Unit (DAU) as part of the screening and assessment process. Accordingly it is proposed to consult with the NPWS as part of the screening process.
The stages of Appropriate Assessment
The following are the stages in the Appropriate Assessment procedure;

1. Determining whether the plan is likely to have a significant effect on a

European site, either alone or in combination with other plans or projects –

the screening stage.
2. Appropriate Assessment ascertaining the effect on site integrity

3. Mitigation & alternative solutions - where there is a risk of the plan

having adverse effects on the integrity of a site, there should be an

examination of mitigation measures and alternative solutions.

This report covers stage 1, i.e. the initial screening of the Draft County Development Plan.
Natura 2000 sites
Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) and Special Protection Areas (SPA) are collectively known as Natura 2000 sites.
Brief description of the Natura 2000 sites
Site synopses in respect to SAC’s, SPA’s and Natural Heritage Areas (NHA’s) are included as Appendices 2, 3 and 4 of the Strategic Environmental Report and may be accessed on the Councils web site at;  http://www.leitrimcoco.ie/Departments/Planning/ 

or alternatively on the National Parks and Wildlife Service’s website at;

http://www.npws.ie/ConservationSites/.
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Map 1 Location of Habitat Sites

Candidate Special Areas of Conservation (SACs)

The EU Habitats Directive (43/92/EU), required each EU Member State to designate cSAC’s.  The Habitats Directive was transposed into Irish domestic law on 26 February 1997 with the enactment of the European Communities (Natural Habitats) Regulations 1997 (Statutory Instrument No. 94 of 1997) (the 1997 Regulations).

In accordance with the above Regulations habitats of European ecological importance have been designated candidate Special Areas of Conservation by the Department of Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht and the Islands.  Under these regulations Member States are required to maintain the quality of the habitats and species for which they have been designated.  Special Areas of Conservation are prime wildlife conservation areas in the county which are considered to be important on a European level as well as Irish level.  While “cSAC’s” are fully protected under the EU Habitats Directive, the term “candidate” refers to the fact that the sites are currently under consideration by the European Commission.

Table 1 sets out the objectives of the Planning Authority and lists the candidate Special Areas of Conservation.
Table 1


Special Protection Areas (SPAs)

Special Protection Areas are designated by the Department of Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht and the Islands. The EU Birds Directive (79/409/EEC) requires the designation of SPA’s for wild birds. These sites are areas of importance for wild birds and relate to their breeding, feeding, roosting and wintering areas. To date there is one proposed SPA in the County 

Table 2 sets out the objectives of the Planning Authority and lists the proposed Special Protection Areas within the County.

Table 2


Natural Heritage Areas

Other areas in the county are either designated as Natural Heritage Areas (NHAs) or are proposed NHA’s.  NHAs are designated by the National Parks and Wildlife Service of the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, under the provisions of the Wildlife (Amendment) Act 2000, as important habitats for the conservation of wildlife of national significance.  Many of the NHA’s have overlapping designations as SAC’s.

It is the policy of the Council to protect these sites.  The Council acknowledges that not all sites of ecological importance have been identified and will protect any such site of significance, proposed as an NHA.
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Map 2 Location of Natural Heritage Sites

Screening Checklist

Describe the individual elements of the project (either alone or in combination with other plans or projects, likely to give rise to impacts on Natura 2000 sites

The Draft Development Plan sets out Leitrim County Council’s policies and objectives for the proper planning and sustainable development of the County from 2009 to 2015. The Plan seeks to develop and improve, in a sustainable manner, the social, economic, cultural and environmental assets of the county. In addition, the plan contains development control guidelines to ensure that the agreed aims, strategic objectives and policies are complied with.
The Plan covers the administrative area of County Leitrim which is an area of 1,876km (613 sq. miles).

A Strategic Environmental Report (SER) on the Draft County Development Plan 2009 – 2015 (DCDP) has been prepared in accordance with the requirements of the Planning and Development (Strategic Environmental Assessment) Regulations 2004 (SI No. 436 of 2004). Work on this Report is ongoing. No significant impacts on Natura sites, arising from the implementation of the DCDP were identified in the Report. It is noted that the particular aims policies and objectives set out in the DCDP relating to Natura sites were identified in the SER as “likely improve the status” of these sites, Sec 14 of the Report refers. 
In relation to habitats of significant importance, the main thrust of the Draft Plan is to conserve and protect these areas. In general terms the Draft Plan identifies the sites concerned and applies aims, policies and objectives to these areas. Proposals for development that may affect a habitat of significant importance will be assessed having regard to the aims and objectives of the Plan and where deemed necessary the requirements of the Habitats Directive in respect to the need for an appropriate assessment will apply. The Plan relates to the sustainable development of the entire County and in this regard is of a general nature. Whereas it acts to facilitate, guide and promote sustainable development it does not trigger actual development works, ie the County Development Plan cannot act alone to set development works in motion. The Draft Plan does not give rise to any additional zoning or any significant change to the land uses in the case of lands located in towns and villages from those zoned in the current County Development Plan. The existing zoning of lands in towns and villages would not have an significant impact on Natura sites. 

Notwithstanding the foregoing, it is considered appropriate that the capacity of areas containing habitats of significant importance (included here are Habitat sites and proposed Natural Heritage Areas) to accommodate of windfarms and afforestation as set out in the Draft Plan have been considered as part of this report and recommendations brought forward. Also, in order to clarify and reinforce the protection of habitats of significant importance it is recommended that the additional policy statement as outlined below should be included in the Draft Plan.
Describe any likely direct, indirect or secondary impacts of the project (either alone or in combination with other plans or projects) on Natura 2000 sites by virtue of:

• Size and scale

• Land-take

• Distance to the Natura 2000 site or key features of the site

• Resource requirements (water abstraction etc…)

• Emissions (disposal to land, water or air)

• Excavation requirements

• Duration of construction, operation,

decommissioning etc…

• Other

No significant  impacts on Natura sites, arising from the implementation of the Plan are likely or  have been identified.

Describe any likely impacts on the Natura 2000 sites as a whole in terms of:

• Interference with the key relationships that define the structure of the site

• Interference with key relationships that define the function of the site

No significant impacts on Natura sites, arising from the implementation of the Plan are likely or  have been identified.

Provide indicators of significance as a result of the identification of effects set

out above in terms of:

• Loss

• Fragmentation

• Disruption

• Disturbance

• Change to key elements of the site

(e.g. water quality)

No significant impacts on Natura sites are likely or have been identified as part of this screening exercise.

Describe from the above those elements of the plan, or combination of elements, where the above impacts are likely to be significant or where the scale or magnitude of impacts is not known.

No significant  impacts on Natura  sites are likely or have been  identified as part of this screening exercise.

Recommendation

It is recommended that in order to provide clarity and reinforce the aims and objectives of the Draft Plan in terms of the protection and conservation of habitats of significant importance, the capacity mapping in respect to windfarms and afforestation should be modified as indicated on Maps No 3 and 4. The modifications proposed are as follows;

1a). An area containing, or in close proximity to, an SPA, SAC and NHA located in the vicinity of Glenade Lake currently designated high capacity should be designated low capacity for forestry. Similarly an area containing SPA, SAC and NHA, in the vicinity of Glencar Lake, should be designated low capacity for the accommodation of forestry.

1 b). An area containing, or in close proximity to, an SAC and a pHNA located in the vicinity of Lough Gill currently designated medium capacity should be designated low capacity for forestry.

1c). The group of pHNA sites located south of Mohill and extending southwards to the county boundary and westwards to the river Shannon currently designated high capacity for forestry should be designated medium capacity.
1d) The area surrounding the pNHA site located on Dough/Thur mountain currently designated high capacity for the accommodation of windfarms should be designated medium capacity.

1e) The area containing a cSAC and a pHNA located on Boleybrack mountain which is currently designated medium capacity for the accommodation of windfarms should be designated low capacity.
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Map 3 Recommended amendments to Draft County Development Plan.
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Map 4 Recommended amendments to Draft County Development Plan.

2. It is recommended that in order to provide clarity and reinforce the aims and objectives of the Draft Plan, the following statement and policy should be included as an amendment to the Draft County Development Plan 2009 – 2015.

Natura Sites – Special Areas of Conservation, and Special Protection Areas.

The Council shall take appropriate steps to avoid, in the special areas of conservation, the deterioration of natural habitats and the habitats of species as well as disturbance of the species for which the areas have been designated, in so far as such disturbance could be significant in relation to the objectives of the Habitats Directive,  92/43/EEC  Directive.

Any plan or project not directly connected with or necessary to the management of the site but likely to have a significant effect thereon, either individually or in combination with other plans or projects, shall be subject to “appropriate assessment” of its implications for the site in view of the site’s conservation objectives. In the light of the conclusions of the assessment of the implications for the site and subject to the provisions of paragraph 4 of the Habitats Directive the Council shall agree to the plan or project only after having ascertained that it will not adversely affect the integrity of the site concerned and, if appropriate, after having obtained the opinion of the general public.

If, in spite of a negative assessment of the implications for the site and in the absence of alternative solutions, a plan or project must nevertheless be carried out for imperative reasons of overriding public interest, including those of a social or economic nature, the Council shall take appropriate action so that all compensatory measures necessary to ensure that the overall coherence of Natura 2000 is protected.  The Council shall take appropriate action to inform the Commission of the compensatory measures adopted.  Where the site concerned hosts a priority natural habitat type and/or a priority species, the only considerations which may be raised are those relating to human health or public safety, to beneficial consequences of primary importance for the environment or, further to an opinion from the European Commission, to other imperative reasons of overriding public interest. 
It is the policy of the Council to protect and conserve Special Areas of Conservation and Special Protection Areas including; “Candidate” and “Proposed”areas

Conclusions and Final Recommendation
As a result of this initial screening process it has been concluded that the Draft Leitrim County Development Plan 2009 – 2015 (either acting alone or in combination with other plans or projects) would not have a significant impact on the a Natura 2000 site. Therefore there is no requirement to subject the plan to an Appropriate Assessment. 

It is recommended that as part of the preparation of the Draft County Development Plan 2009 – 2015 a proposal be brought forward as part of the “Mangers Report” to amend the Draft Plan in accordance with the recommendations set out above in order to provide clarity and reinforce the aims, policies and objectives Draft Plan in respect to the conservation and protection of habitats of significant importance.

It is recommended that this initial screening report, together with a copy of the Draft County Development Plan 2009 – 2015 including associated maps and Environmental Report, be forwarded to the Department of Environment Heritage and Local Government for consideration on their behalf by the National Parks and Wildlife Section.

It is recommended that this initial appropriate assessment-screening document be put on public display alongside the Draft County Development Plan. 

-----------------------------

P. Keenaghan

A/Executive Planner

-----------------------------

C. Tracey

Senior Planner
Appendix 1

Circular Letter SEA 1/08 & NPWS 1/08

15 February, 2008

Appropriate Assessment of Land Use Plans.

A chara,

I have been asked by the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, to refer to the recent ruling against Ireland in Case 418/04 EC Commission v Ireland. The ruling relates to Ireland’s transposition and implementation of the Birds Directive 79/409/EEC, as well as its implementation of relevant articles of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC

Overview of Court findings

The findings of the Court in its lengthy judgment have major implications for the way in which Ireland protects areas important for birds, both designated and undesignated, and by implication, habitats requiring protection under EU law.

In broad terms, the ruling is expected to require legislative change to complete the transposition of the Directives. Additional designations, or re-designations, of areas as Special Protection Areas for birds are also required: this work is already underway. 

The ruling also indicates that Ireland must take all reasonable targeted measures in striving to prevent deterioration of areas important to birds.

Finally the ruling also requires a more robust and thorough application by all consent authorities, including planning authorities, of the requirement to do an appropriate assessment of the ecological implications of any plan or project, whether within or outside a designated site, which does not directly relate to the management of the site but may impact upon its conservation objectives.

Appropriate assessment of land use plans

The ruling among other things clarifies that Ireland has not correctly transposed Article 6(3) and (4) of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC by not providing explicitly for appropriate assessment of land use plans, as opposed to projects (paras 222 to 234 of the ruling). The implications of the ruling are as follows.

Screening for possible impacts

Any draft land use plan (development plans, local area plans, regional planning guidelines, schemes for strategic development zones) or amendment/variation to 

it proposed under the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) must be screened for any potential impact on areas designated as Natura 2000 sites (normally called Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) or Special Protection Areas (SPAs)).

This screening should be based on any ecological information available to the authority and an adequate description of the plan and its likely environmental impacts. This should take into account any policies that will set the terms for future development. Up to date maps of Natura 2000 sites, or areas proposed for designation, are available on www.npws.ie. The results of the screening should be recorded and made available to the public.

In any case where, following screening, it is found that the draft plan or amendment may have an impact on the conservation objectives of a Natura 2000 site or that such an impact cannot be ruled out, adopting a precautionary approach-

- an appropriate assessment of the plan must be carried out and

- in any case where a strategic environmental assessment (SEA) would not otherwise be required, it must also be carried out.

What is an appropriate assessment?

An appropriate assessment means an assessment, based on best scientific knowledge, by a person with ecological expertise, of the potential impacts of the plan on the conservation objectives of any Natura 2000 site (including Natura 2000 sites not situated in the area  encompassed by the draft plan or scheme) and the development, where necessary, of mitigation or avoidance measures to preclude negative effects. The impacts assessed must include the indirect and cumulative impacts of approving the plan, considered with any current or proposed activities, developments or policies impacting on the site. The potential impacts of policies outside Natura 2000 sites but potentially impacting upon them (known as ‘ex situ’ impacts) must

also be included in the assessment.

In order to meet the requirement of the Court that determinations are based on best scientific knowledge, planning authorities should ensure that those carrying out the assessment have sufficient expertise and experience in relation to the ecological or other (e.g. hydrological) issues concerned and disclose an appropriate regard for the latest and most appropriate scientific methodology and assessment procedures.

Role of the Department

The National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) of the Department has a formal consultation role (through the Development Applications Unit (DAU)) as part of the screening and assessment process. It will endeavour as far as possible to indicate areas of potential concern and possible mitigation or avoidance measures. It should be noted however that consulting the Department during the screening process or referring a draft plan or amendment to the Department does not amount to an appropriate assessment.

Co-ordination with Strategic Environmental Assessment

The appropriate assessment should be published concurrently/jointly with the SEA of the plan or amendment but should be clearly distinguishable from it. It is probable that some of the information contained in the SEA will be repeated in the appropriate assessment. The SEA should also look at wider biodiversity issues arising from its proposed implementation, including impacts on other areas of importance for nature, including (proposed) Natural Heritage Areas and Nature Reserves and undesignated habitats of EU importance and areas important for birds. For example, appropriate policies should be included to ensure the mitigation of the potential impacts of windfarm developments on upland areas, which may be important for certain species of birds. These biodiversity issues should already have been identified, along with any necessary mitigation measures, when undertaking the accompanying appropriate assessment.

Incorporation of outcomes of appropriate assessment.

Any mitigation measures or measures proposed to avoid impacts on Natura 2000 sites should be incorporated into the policy or detail of the draft plan before finalisation.

Implications of a negative or inconclusive assessment

Notwithstanding the proposed mitigation measures or other proposals to avoid impacts contained in the appropriate assessment, the assessment based on best scientific knowledge may be that there continues to be the potential for a significant adverse impact on the integrity of a Natura 2000 site, or reasonable doubt about the potential for such an impact, having regard to its conservation objectives, if the plan as drafted is implemented. 

In that event, a decision giving approval to that part of the plan cannot be given
, unless a series

of steps are carried out. These are:

· The examination of alternative solutions, including the option of not adopting that policy or other part of the plan. While the Directive suggests this step here, planning authorities are advised to examine alternative solutions and record their conclusions at the earlier stage of carrying out the assessment, so as to ensure that delays do not arise later. If it is determined that no alternative solution is preferable, for example, because any other solution would have more significant impacts on a Natura 2000 site, it will be necessary to establish that there are imperative reasons of overriding public interest, including those of a social or economic nature, if the plan or amendment is to be approved. 

· Where a plan or amendment would impact on a habitat of “priority” importance in a Natura 2000 site designated for it (such habitats are indicated in the Annex I of the Habitats Directive with an asterisk), approval can only be granted for reasons of human health and public safety.

· In certain cases the provision of compensatory sites may also be proposed. Compensatory measures (normally improving or recreating habitat outside a Natura 2000 site) are a last resort and may be considered only when a decision has been taken to proceed with a plan or amendment despite its negative impact on the site and having regard to every proposed mitigating measure. This can happen only in the very exceptional circumstances set out in Art 6(4) of the Habitats Directive. The NPWS must be consulted in any case where such compensatory measures are considered. It should be noted that the European Commission must be informed of any instance where compensatory measures are applied, and in certain circumstances, must approve their application. The Department should therefore be advised in writing (through the Development Applications Unit) of any instance where it is proposed to apply compensatory measures.

These steps must be followed in advance of a decision being taken to adopt the part of the plan about which the assessment is negative or inconclusive. In the event that this approach is followed, it is critical to record every decision taken, and the basis for it in detail.

Transitional measures

Planning authorities should apply the above procedure in advance of adopting any draft plan or amendment published after the date of this circular.

While it may not be possible to carry out a full appropriate assessment in the case of any draft plan or amendment published prior to the issue of this circular but not yet adopted, planning authorities should review the policies and provisions of such a draft plan or amendment and where necessary not adopt any part of such a plan where a significant impact on a Natura 2000 site is likely. Planning authorities must take particular care to avoid zoning for development any area where the types of development permitted under the zoning could have a significant effect on the conservation objectives of a Natura 2000 site. Furthermore, when considering any variation to an existing plan which appears to contain elements that are non-compliant with the required process, planning authorities should use the opportunity of the variations to address overall compliance throughout the plan.

Further Guidance

The implications of the ECJ ruling for current planning legislation will require further consideration by the Department. Following that, more detailed guidance will issue on the implementation of appropriate assessment in respect of plans and projects. In the meantime planning authorities may find guidance published by the European Commission of assistance. It may be obtained at:

• Guidance document on Article 6(4) of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC ( 01/2007 )

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/management/docs/art6/guidance_art6_4_en.pdf

• Guidance document on Article 6(4) of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC ( 11/2001 )

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/management/docs/art6/natura_2000_assess_en.pdf

Specific guidance on compliance conditions in respect of developments requiring EIA or having potential impacts on Natura 2000 sites has been given in Circular Letter PD 2/07 & NPWS 1/07.



Objective 7.2a	It is an objective of the Council to protect those sites identified as candidate Special Areas of Conservation as well as this plan.





Ref No.�
Name of Area�
�
000623�
Benbulben, Gleniff and Glenade Complex�
�
000625�
Bunduff Lough and  Machair/Trawalua/Mullaghmore�
�
001919�
Glenade Lough�
�
001403�
Aroo Mountain�
�
000428�
Lough Melvin�
�
001976�
Lough Gill�
�
000584�
Cuilcagh- Anierin Uplands�
�
002032�
Boleybrack Mountain�
�
Candidate Special Areas of Conservation





Objective 7.2b	 It is an objective to protect the character, appearance and quality of the habitats and semi-natural features in County Leitrim such as woodlands, hedgerows, peatlands, wetlands and artificial waterways of historic or ecological importance.





Objective 7.2c 	It is an objective of the Council in partnership with the relevant agencies to promote the development and implementation of codes of best practices through initiatives such as The Golden Mile Competition, Environmental Partnership and the Green Schools projects.




















Objective 7.2d	It is an objective of the Council to protect the following proposed 	Special Protection Areas and all others as they become proposed 	and designated during the lifetime of this plan;





 Ref. No.�
Name of Special Protection Area�
Species�
NHA ½ ‘’ Map No.�
�
004187�
Sligo/Leitrim Uplands�
Peregrinne (Falco peregrinus) and


Chough (Phyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax)�
2, 3, 4, 6 and 7�
�
Proposed Special Protection Area








� A link to the judgement is available at:http://curia.europa.eu/jurisp/cgibin/


form.pl?lang=en&Submit=Rechercher&alldocs=alldocs&docj=docj&docop=docop&docor=docor&docjo=docj


o&numaff=C-418/04&datefs=&datefe





� 2i.e. the plan or amendment can be authorised only to the extent that the authority is satisfied it will not adversely affect the


integrity of the area.
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