LEITRIM COUNTY COUNCIL PLAYGROUND BYE-LAWS 2011
IN EXERCISE OF ITS POWERS, PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF

PART 19 OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 2001 AND ALL SUCH POWERS, LEITRIM COUNTY COUNCIL HEREBY MAKES THE

FOLLOWING BYE-LAWS IN RELATION TO THE USE, OPERATION,

REGULATION, PROTECTION AND MANAGEMENT OF PLAYGROUNDS

PROVIDED BY THE COUNCIL IN ITS FUNCTIONAL AREA.

1. Title
These Bye-Laws may be cited as Leitrim County Council Playground Bye-Laws 2011.

2. Interpretation
Throughout these Bye-Laws, unless the context otherwise requires, the following words

and expressions have the meaning hereafter respectively assigned to them, that is to say:

A) “Playground” means children’s outdoor equipped play areas whether open or enclosed

within the administrative area of Leitrim County Council and in the charge or control of

Leitrim County Council, as listed and delineated in the First Schedule to these byelaws. 
B) “Playground Equipment” means play and amenity equipment installed in a

playground for recreational use by children, surfacing and hard landscaping.

C) “Council” means Leitrim County Council.

D) “Authorised Officer” shall include every foreman, supervisory

official, caretaker and/or any other person employed by and duly authorised by the

Council.

E) “Hours of Darkness” shall mean the hours between sunset on any day and sunrise

on the next day.

F) “Child” shall be defined as all persons aged twelve years and under.
3. Bye-law – General
A) Playgrounds and playground equipment is only for use by children.

B) All children using a playground must be accompanied by a responsible person.
C) With the exception of Authorised Officers and members of An Garda Siochana in the course of their duties, all persons over the age of twelve years entering or being in a playground must be there for the purpose of supervising a child using the playground.

4. Bye-law - Prohibited Acts
A) No person shall enter or remain in a playground during the hours of darkness

without written authorisation from the Council.
B) No person shall enter or exit a playground other than through the gateways or other

openings provided for that purpose.

C) No person shall refuse to leave a playground on request to do by an Authorised Officer or by a member of An Garda Siochana.

D) Bye-Laws set out in 4(a) and 4(b) above do not apply to Authorised Officers or members of An Garda Siochana in the course of their duty.

E) No person shall bring, deposit or leave/throw in a playground any item of litter as

defined in the Litter Pollution Act 1997 except in receptacles provided for that

purpose.

F) No person in a playground shall break any glass, or any other substance which

might shatter and cause injury.

G) No person shall injure, disfigure, write graffiti or mark any equipment, surface,

gate, railing, seat, litter bin, sculpture, structure, sign, notice or notice boards or any

other property, fixture or fittings in a playground.

H) No person shall bring or allow an animal into a playground except guide dogs or

dogs used by members of An Garda Siochana in the course of their duties.

I) No person shall threaten, annoy, (including the use of obscene or profane

language) or behave indecently with or towards any other person within the confines or proximity of a playground.

J) No cycling, skateboarding, ballgames or similar activities are permitted within the playground.

K) No person, unless they are a family member, shall operate or use a camera, camera

phone, video or any other video media device in a playground without the

authorisation of the Council.

L) The use or possession of alcohol or ‘controlled substances’ is not permitted within

the confines or proximity of a playground.

5. Bye-law – Vandalism
A) No person shall remove, displace, deface or cause any damage to property, fixtures

or fittings in a playground.

B) No person shall throw a missile of any type within or into a playground which may cause damage to property or strike or interfere with a person in the playground or

adjoining property.

C) No person shall remove, destroy or injure any shrub, tree, plant or grass growing in the playground or pluck, cut or remove any flower therein.

D) No person shall climb any tree, shrub, fence, railing, sculpture or building in a

playground.

6. Bye-law - Playground Equipment
A) It is the responsibility of each person accompanying children to ensure that each child within their care in a playground is using equipment that is age suitable for that child.

B) Any person that is considered by an Authorised Officer to be using any play equipment inappropriate to their age, shall cease doing so and shall leave the playground if requested by the Authorised Officer
C) Where C.C.T.V. systems are installed, they will be operated in compliance with best practice on data protection as determined by the Data Protection Commissioner and the requirements contained within the “Code of Practice for CCTV Systems under Section 38(3) (c), Garda Síochána Act 2005”

7. Bye-law – Obstruction
A) No persons shall resist, obstruct or interfere with an Authorised Officer or other person in the exercise of his/her duty.
B) Nothing in these Bye-Laws shall interfere with or affect or prevent the carrying out

of any work or duty in connection with the playground by Authorised Officers or by a contractor instructed and authorised by the Council or by an employee of any such contractor.

8. Offences
A) It shall be lawful for an Authorised Officer or any member of An Garda Síochána to enforce these by-laws and to exclude or remove from a playground any person committing any breach of the above bye-laws and to take any other such action as may be deemed necessary in the enforcing of these bye-laws.


B) A person who contravenes a provision of these bye-laws shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding €1,000.

C) If the contravention of a provision of these bye-laws is continued after conviction, the person causing the contravention shall be guilty of a further offence and shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding €100 per day.


D) A person who obstructs or impedes or refuses to comply with a request of an Authorised Officer acting to uphold or enforce these Byelaws shall be guilty of an offence.

E) Where an Authorised Officer is of the opinion that a person is committing or has committed an offence to which the bye-laws relate, the Authorised Officer may demand the name and address of such person and if this demand is refused or the person gives a name or address which is false or misleading, the person shall be guilty of an offence.


F) Where a member of the Garda Síochána is of the opinion that a person is committing or has committed an offence to which these bye-laws relate, that member may arrest the person without warrant.


G) An offence under these bye-laws may be prosecuted by Leitrim County Council or An Garda Síochána.


H) Where an Authorised Officer, or a member of An Garda Siochana, is of the opinion that a person has committed or is committing an offence under these Bye-Laws he/she may serve such a person with a Notice specifying that during a period of 21 days beginning on the date of the Notice a fixed payment of €150 accompanied by the Notice may be made to the Council at its offices at Carrick on Shannon, County Leitrim. Notice of the fixed payment shall be in the general form of the notice set out in the First Schedule to these Byelaws. A prosecution in respect of the alleged contravention will not be instituted during the said 21 days period and if the sum of €150.00 is paid during that period no prosecution will be instituted.

9. Implementation
These Bye-laws shall come into effect on the the 11th April 2011

Made and Adopted by LEITRIM COUNTY COUNCIL under the Common Seal of the COUNCIL on 7th March, 2011.

Present when the Seal of Leitrim County Council was affixed hereto

________________                                   

CATHAOIRLEACH                    
____________________

SENIOR EXECUTIVE OFFICER

SCHEDULE 1
Playgrounds for which Leitrim County Council has responsibility and to which this bye-law applies are as follows:

Carrick on Shannon  Aura Leisure Centre

Carrick on Shannon  Breffni Crescent

Manorhamilton Fairgreen

Manorhamilton McDermott Terrace

Fenagh GAA Field

Mohill 

Ballinamore

Carrigallen Town

Carrigallen Barley Field Estate

Drumshanbo Acres Lake

Glenfarne

Kiltyclogher

Dromod

Drumkeerin

