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 COMHAIRLE CHONTAE LIATROMA

LEITRIM COUNTY COUNCIL


Community & Voluntary Sector Grants Scheme 2011
Guidelines for Applicants

1.
Aims & Objectives of the Scheme

The aim of the Scheme is to encourage and support Community and Voluntary Organisations to undertake and implement projects, which will promote the well being of their area and community and enhance the quality of life of it’s citizens through the generation of increased Economic, Social and Cultural activity.
2.
Eligibility

Community and Voluntary Organisations based in and undertaking projects in the administrative area of Leitrim County Council are eligible to apply for funding under this Scheme. Proposals from individuals will not qualify.

3.
Levels of Assistance

Subject to the availability of finance and compliance with the conditions of the scheme, funding will be made available to Community and Voluntary Organisations for projects, which would contribute to the achievement of the aims and objectives set out at No. 1. above.  

The Scheme comprises of two separate categories:

Category A. - Community infrastructure/development initiatives.

This category will give support towards the provision and enhancement of community infrastructure and community development initiatives which adds to the quality of life of all sectors of the community. This will include the provision of new, and/or improvements to, existing:

· small local infrastructural projects.

· community enterprise projects.

· public amenities and facilities(outdoor and indoor).

· social and recreational facilities/opportunities.

· tourism related projects.

· community development activities.

· activities that promote social inclusion.

· community based cultural and heritage development projects.

· community based projects that are of general public interest and/or have a national dimension.
Communities should consider the promotion of social inclusion within their projects with particular emphasis on the improvement of accessibility for people with a disability and integration of new communities and cultures.

The level of grant assistance will depend on a range of factors, including type of project, availability of other sources of funding, and the overall number of applications seeking funding under the Scheme. In view of the level of funding available, it is envisaged that in general grant allocations for Category A projects will not exceed €5,000.  Grants will be typically €2,000 - €3,000 and will not exceed 50% of the total cost of the project.

Where the Group is not registered for VAT, grant aid can be paid on costs inclusive of VAT.

The process for grant payment will be detailed in a letter of offer that will issue to all successful applicants.

Benefit in kind is permitted as part of the Group’s contribution to the project. However, grant aid will not exceed actual financial expenditure. Claims for benefit in kind must be accompanied by certification by an appropriately qualified third party.

Category B. - Community based events/activities

This category will provide support to community based events/activities including:

· Community festivals. 

· Community based cultural and heritage development events.

· Rural Development Activities such as Rural Agricultural Shows, etc.

· Seminars/events, publications.
The level of support for the various type of Category B projects/activities will be as follows:-

	Project
	Grant Aid (Maximum)

	School Reunions
	€250

	Festivals (Short Festivals, localised, small impact) - 3 Days and less
	€375

	Festivals (Week Long Festivals, Festivals with a wide range of activities, cultural/heritage based), Rural Agricultural Shows
	€600

	One Off Event
	Discretionary – Max €1,000



· Allocations in this category shall not exceed 25% of the total fund available for the Community and Voluntary Sector Grant Scheme in any year.

· Details of the source and amount of all grant payments and other income available to the organisation in respect of the grant aided activity and signed by the Chairman and Secretary of the organisation must be given to Leitrim County Council prior to payment of a grant.

· Expenditure on the proposed project must be incurred in the year of approval.
· Funding will not be granted if applicants have received a Community Grant for the previous 3 years in succession unless need is demonstrated and subject to funding being available. In  circumstances where a need can be demonstrated, and, where a grant is necessary to keep an event running or where new innovations are being added to an event to increase participation, an exception to this rule may be granted.
4. The Scheme will not fund:-

· Ongoing running costs in relation to Category A.

· Servicing of debt repayments;

· Projects where adequate statutory funding or other funding is clearly available;

· Arts, Environmental and Heritage Activities supported by other Local Authority funding sources;
· Projects where the activities of the group/organisation fall under the remit of another government department, e.g. health.

5. General Conditions

· Organisations and Groups should be broadly constituted and have an acceptable constitution or set of rules which govern its membership, operations, and management.  They must have a reasonable expectation of continuity and be non-political and non-sectarian.
· Any Organisation assisted under the Scheme must submit evidence of public liability and other relevant insurances held and indemnify and continue to indemnify Leitrim County Council against any claim, which may arise as a result of the activities of the organisation, which are being assisted by a Grant from Leitrim County Council. The Organisation may be required to produce evidence on request to Leitrim County Council of such indemnification.
· Applicant groups should be registered with County Leitrim Community Forum.  Any group that has not done so may obtain a registration form from Planning, Community and Economic Development Department of Leitrim County Council .
· The grant should be used for the specific event/project/activity applied for and must comply with the objectives of the programme as outlined above.  Leitrim County Council reserves the right to revise the grant offer if it appears that this is not the case.

· Allocation by this Council of a grant for any particular project will not and should not be construed as authorising the provision of the project, or the carrying out of works.

· It will be a requirement that all conditions of the Letter of Offer are complied  with, therefore any works commenced prior to acceptance of the Letter of Offer are done so at the sole risk of the project promoter.

· Further specific conditions will be set out in the Letter of Offer of grant aid to each successful applicant.

6. Selection Criteria

Leitrim County Council will establish an appropriate assessment panel to assist in project selection. In determining the amount of grant to be allocated to any particular organisation, Leitrim County Council shall have regard to availability of funds and to the following –

· The extent to which the proposed project will address an identified need and promote the active involvement of the target group in the planning and management of the project.

· The extent to which the group/organisation adhere to equality principles within their organisation and in their proposed project.

· The total cost of the project and the indebtedness of the organisation in respect of the project for which grant aid is sought.

· Projects undertaken must have local involvement and local voluntary input, must be effectively planned, budgeted and have clear aims and objectives. 
· Proposals to maintain the project or activity when completed.

· The extent to which the project will contribute to the achievement of the aims and objectives of this Scheme (as set out at No.1. above).
· The extent to which the proposed expenditure is complimentary and additional to current statutory support (i.e. that this grant will not become a substitute for existing funding).
· That the project represents overall value for money.
· Displacement: Projects must not compete with privately run projects of similar type and/or serving the same catchment/market.

· The capacity of applicants to implement the proposal.

· The promotion of social inclusion in the management structure of the project.
7. Application, Approval and Payment Process

· Only organisations that complete and submit the attached Application Form will be considered for Grant Aid under this Scheme.  Details of the availability of this Scheme will be advertised in the local media.  The submission of incomplete data or absence of information might cause a delay in the consideration of the application and therefore applicants are urged to provide as much detail as possible when applying.
· A closing date will be determined by Leitrim County Council each year for receipt of applications.
Closing date for receipt of completed Application Forms for the 2011  Scheme is 4.00 pm on Wednesday 16th March 2011
· All Application Forms should be submitted to the Senior Executive Officer,

Planning, Community & Economic Development Department, Leitrim County Council, 

      Aras An Chontae, Carrick-on-Shannon, Co. Leitrim.  

· Applications must be received by the closing date. Late applications will only be considered where funds remain available in the scheme.
· All applications will be acknowledged.  Promoters may be requested to submit additional information in support of their application. 

· Successful applicants will be informed by Letter of Offer.

· Payments shall only be made to the group by payment directly to their bank account.  

· All Grants must be claimed by the Organisation within a period of
6 weeks from the completion of the Project which is being grant aided.

· A list of successful applicants will be published or circulated to other funding bodies where relevant.
8.
Recognition
Successful applicants must agree to acknowledge the assistance of Leitrim County Council on all printed material associated with the project, and specific reference must be made to the County Council’s support in press, plaques and other publicity.
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