1st April 2009

Circular F.17/09

Polling Day Order for Local Elections 2009

I am directed by the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government to enclose a copy of the Polling Day Order for the local elections on Friday 5th June 2009.

Section 26(2) of the Local Government Act 2001 requires the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government to make an order fixing the polling day at local elections. Section 12B of the Local Elections (Disclosure of Donations and Expenditure) Act 1999, as inserted by section 4 of the Electoral (Amendment) (No. 2) Act 2009, requires that the Minister may only specify (by order) the period during which election expenses at a local election are reckonable after he has made a Polling Day Order.
The Polling Day Order was signed by the Minister on 31st March 2009 and is being made at this early stage solely in order to implement the new local election spending limits and it is not intended that this should initiate the local nomination process. 

The Election Timetable as set out in Section 2 of the “Memorandum for the Guidance of Returning Officers at the Local Elections – Friday 5th June 2009” should therefore be adhered to, viz:

· Publication of Notice of Election: - This notice must be published not later than the 28th day before the date fixed for the poll: i.e. Friday 8th May 2009. It is suggested that the notice be published on Thursday 7th May.
· Nomination Period: - Saturday 9th May (10 am) – Saturday 16th May (12 noon).

· Withdrawal of Candidature: - Monday 18th May (12 noon) at the latest.

The Order implementing the new spending limits at the local elections will be sent to you in due course.

___________________________


Nora Rowland,

Franchise Section.

To Each:
Returning Officer


European Local Returning Officer (for information)

Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government

Local Government Act 2001

The Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, in exercise of the powers conferred on him by section 26(2) of the Local Government Act 2001 (No. 37 of 2001), hereby orders as follows:

1. This Order may be cited as the Local Elections Order 2009.

2. The polls at the local elections to be held in the year 2009 pursuant to section 26(2) of the Local Government Act 2001 shall be held on the 5th day of June 2009 and shall continue for the period between the hours of 7.00 a.m. and 10.00 p.m.


GIVEN under my Official Seal,

31st March 2009


L.S.
John Gormley

Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government.
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