COMHAIRLE    CHONTAE    LIATROMA

Áras An Chontae

Cora Droma Rúisc
1st September 2009

Cathaoirleach agus Gach Ball,

COMHAIRLE  CHONTAE  LIATROMA.

_________________________________________________________________
A Chara,

A Meeting of Leitrim County Council will be held in the Council Chamber, Áras an Chontae, Carrick on Shannon, on Monday 7th September 2009 at 5.30pm for the purpose of considering the business set out on the Agenda hereunder.

You are hereby summoned to attend.

In accordance with Statutory Provisions, the Register of Manager’s Orders will be available for inspection at the Meeting.

Mise le meas,

_Aideen McGovern______

Meetings Administrator

/kmge
******************************

C L Á R

1. Deimhniu Miontuairisci

(i) Minutes of Meeting of Leitrim County Council held in the Council Chamber, Áras an Chontae, Carrick on Shannon, Co. Leitrim on Monday 6th July 2009 (copy enclosed)
(ii) Minutes of Special Meeting of Leitrim County Council held in the Council Chamber, Áras an Chontae, Carrick on Shannon, Co. Leitrim on Wednesday 22nd July 2009 (copy enclosed)
2. To consider disposal of portion of land in the townland of Drumshanbo, Drumshanbo (0.037 acres) to Anthony Mulvey & Kevin Mulvey, in accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 and Notice of Intention to Dispose of portion of land dated 27th August 2009 circulated to each Member.
3. To approve, in accordance with the provisions of Section 12 and Section 73 of the Roads Act 1993, the following: 
(i) Proposed abandonment of section of Regional Road R.201 at Shoalmore, Mohill 
(ii) Proposed extinguishment of public right of way over section of Regional Road R.201 at Shoalmore and Killamaun, Mohill
4. To note and approve Higher Education Grant Scheme 2009. (report enclosed)
5. To approve Draft SPC Scheme 2009-2014 (copy enclosed)

6. To approve the raising of a loan not exceeding €1,000,000, for the purposes of water and waste water infrastructure, in accordance with Section 106 of the Local Government Act 2001.
7. To note commitments to be entered into under Section 138(1) of the Local Government Act 2001.
8. To note Quarterly Report on Capital Works;

(i) Housing (report enclosed)

(ii) Water Services (report enclosed)

(iii) Roads (report enclosed)

(iv) Other Capital Projects (report enclosed)
9. To consider report from Corporate Policy Group.

10. Correspondence. 

Part I - Notice of Motions.

11.  To consider the following Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Caillian Ellis;

"I propose that Leitrim County Council contact the E.S.B. and request them to have the poles and lights erected immediately at St Mary's Church, Foxfield so that they will be ready and working before the dark evenings."

12.  To consider the following Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Frank Dolan;

"That Leitrim County Council pass a motion calling on the Minister for Agriculture to change his intention to close REPS 4 to any further applications and to cut the Disadvantaged Area Aid by 30%.  If the Minister goes ahead with those measures it will have a drastic financial effect on all farmers in the West of Ireland."

13.  To consider the following Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Gordon Hughes;

"“To ask the council to write to the Courts Service & the Minister for Justice to ask when will the Court House in Ballinamore be re-opened. It was announced earlier in the year that the courts service was to carry out extensive renovations & improvements to the building but it has since been closed while no works have been carried out in the interim. The court sittings provided a much needed boost to the local economy & it is vital that this service be re-instated as soon as possible”."

14.  To consider the following Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Tony Ferguson;

"I ask the Director of Services, Infrastructure when it is proposed to complete all works and remove the cones and barrier stands from Main Street, Manorhamilton. The present situation is having a detrimental effect on the local businesses."

15.  To consider the following Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor John Ward;

"I call on Leitrim County Council to consider as a matter of pedestrian safety a number of changes in relation to pedestrian crossings in Carrick-on-Shannon:

(a) To provide a pedestrian crossing from St. Mary’s Church across the road to Mulvey’s Shop. (Elderly people find it very difficult to cross the road safely here following Mass)

(b) To consider traffic lights at St Mary’s Girls National School instead of the amber flashing lights. I would suggest swapping the traffic lights at the Landmark Hotel junction with the warning lights at the School as this may be a cost effective idea and would in my view be more effective"

16.  To consider the following Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Enda McGloin;

"I call on Leitrim County Council to immediately investigate the problem involved in the storm water system at Dristernan Drumshanbo. There has been ongoing correspondence between myself, the local engineers office and sanitry services over a considerable time period but to date the problem remains, resulting in bad odours from one storm water gully in particular. I am calling for a full report as to the various investigations to date and what actions are proposed now to resolve the issue."

17.  To consider the following Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Martin Kenny;

"I am proposing that Leitrim County Council call on the Government to immediately scrap the NAMA legislation.  Implement a planned nationalisation of the banks, with an orderly winding out of the bad loans and move to provide capital to business, cap the wages of all senior bank staff at maximum €100,000 per year and no bonuses or extras, thereby giving people some confidence and sense of fairness in the system until we get out of this mess."

18.  To consider the following Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Michael Colreavy;

"Leitrim County Council requests the Department of Education to permit flexibility by VEC and Council decision makers in relation to Higher Education Grants. Eligibility is based on income for year 2008, but many parents and/or applicants for grant who worked for most or all of 2008 have been made redundant in 2009 and cannot now afford the fees, accommodation and living costs incurred in third level education.

The Council also requests the Minister for Education to amend the "Nationality" provision of Higher Education Grants Scheme 2009 to accept applications from children dependants of non-EU parents who have been given leave to remain in the State because of children born in Ireland."

19.  To consider the following Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Gerry Reynolds;

""To ask the Director of Services for Planning the number of applications presently received by Leitrim County Council for the taking in charge of Housing Estates, the names and locations of these Housing Estates, and at what stage of the process each individual application is at.""

20.  To consider the following Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Sean McGowan;

"At the September meeting of Leitrim County Council I will ask the County Manager to make contact with the Chief Executive of A.I.B.P. to find out what plans they have in mind if any in relation to the former meat plant in Dromod."

21.  To consider the following Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Sean McDermott;

"I am asking the Council once again to investigate what can be done with a section of roadway on the N16 at the Bridge between the townlands of Brockagh Lower and Cornamon, Glenfarne. Cars are crashing off this stretch of roadway at the rate of at least one a month, especially when the road is wet. I am aware it is in a speed limit area but a lot of cars that crash are not speeding. I have asked for special grip surface to be applied to this section of roadway in the past and now I am asking once again."

22.  To consider the following Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Enda Stenson;

"I am asking for support from all members, that we contact the Dept of Community Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs requesting them to lift the Cap of 100 places allocated to Leitrim Development Company under the Rural Social Scheme. At the present time all places are occupied- 81 males and 19 females. This scheme has added greatly to the employment and income prospects of small farm families in Leitrim. It has also brought enhancement to many Community facilities, public spaces, community and Charitable activities, and has added greatly to Community spirit within the County.There is now record numbers of farmers on farm assist,and many more on Job seekers payments - those people would be only too happy to work 19.5hrs per week and enhance their own area. There is a hugh demand from Community Groups for support. This scheme is of benifit to all and we urge the Minister to allow more spaces on the scheme, with little cost to the exchequer."

23.  To consider the following Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Sinead Guckian;

"At the September meeting of Leitrim County Council I will ask the Director of Services, Roads and Infrastructure to ensure that appropriate traffic calming measures are put in place on the Drummagh to Aughameeney road, Carrick on Shannon. Some months back a small child was hit by a car in this area. The response received from the Council for previous motions and correspondence has been that rumble strips and speed ramps would not be appropriate in this area. If this is to remain the argument I suggest that alternative traffic calming measures are investigated immediately and then installed to address this dangerous situation without further delay"

24.  To consider the following Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Siobhan McGloin;

"I will propose that this Council write to the Department  of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources, regarding the roll out of the National Broadband Scheme as a lot of North Leitrim such Glenade  Mullies  Rossinver are not included  in the National Broadband scheme"

25.  To consider the following Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor John McCartin;

“As the elected representatives of the people of County Leitrim with responsibility for the welfare of those people, I propose that Leitrim County Council recommend a yes vote in the Lisbon referendum. 

The dependance of the people of this region on agriculture, foreign investment, tourism and structural funds, all of which pivot on our continued full participation in the EU, leaves us no other choice but to ratify the Lisbon Treaty."

26.  To consider the following Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Francis Gilmartin;

"Could this Council please replace the flashing lights at Drumcong National School as the ones there never worked properly."

27.  To consider the following Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Gerry Kilrane;

"That Leitrim County Council make an Urgent Representation to the Minister for Education for funding for the conversion of the facilities at Marian College to enable the Special Needs outreach class to commence operating from the Marian College campus in Mohill."

28.  To consider the following Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Mary Bohan;

"I propose that Leitrim County Council take steps immediately to improve and make safe all areas in Radharc An tSpeipeal housing development in Drumkeerin.  Documentation has already been submitted by the residents."

29.  To consider the following Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Paddy O'Rourke;

"I call upon Leitrim County Council to make urgent repairs to road LS55241 situated at Corrawallen. There has been major subsidence at several areas along the road which in some cases has led to damage of vehicles. In one case a motorist had the sump of their car burst having come upon a large bump in the road with no prior warning of the condition of the road."

30.  To consider the following Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Gerry Dolan;

"I am asking the Director of Services, Infrastructure to give a breakdown of Water Connection Charges. Some require road opening and some don't where connections are made at the side of the road."

Part II - Questions.

31.  To consider the following Question submitted by Councillor Caillian Ellis;

"I ask Leitrim County Council to appoint a Heritage Officer immediately from the Council's existing staff as I have been made aware that we are losing out significantly on Heritage Grants and seeing that we have so much heritage within the County I feel that this position should be filled sooner rather then later."

32.  To consider the following Question submitted by Councillor Caillian Ellis;

"I ask Leitrim County Council why there was no "Welcome to Leitrim" signs erected on the Leitrim/Cavan border e.g. Ballinamore/ Swanlinbar; Ballinamore/Ballyconnell; Ballinamore/Killeshandra roads as I was told last March that this problem would be looked at and I have heard nothing further since then."

33.  To consider the following Question submitted by Councillor Gordon Hughes;

"“To ask the area engineers office when will resurfacing & lining of the road-way outside the G.A.A. Park in Ballinamore be undertaken together with the necessary traffic calming measures as previously agreed. Can I also ask will the council install double yellow lines leading from the Garda Station out as far as the GAA Grounds as it is causing a traffic safety issue particularly during championship games with cars parked on both sides of this busy regional road”."

34.  To consider the following Question submitted by Councillor Gordon Hughes;

"“To ask the Housing Engineer when do the Council propose to carry out the resurfacing of driveways at No. 9,25,27,28,30,31,34,35 and 38 Lahard Estate, Ballinamore which are in a poor state of repair?""

35.  To consider the following Question submitted by Councillor Tony Ferguson;

"I ask the Director of Services, Planning for an update on the completion and take-over of private estates in the Manorhamilton Engineering Area."

36.  To consider the following Question submitted by Councillor Tony Ferguson;

"I request information on the sewerage provision for Tullaghan presently and into the future? There is concern re the present system."

37.  To consider the following Question submitted by Councillor John Ward;

"Can I ask the Director of Services for Infrastructure to consider the inclusion of a traffic island at Tully Crossroads, Jamestown to allow traffic turn both sides safely? The current situation has allowed a number of ’near misses’ at this junction and I am anxious that this would receive the Council’s priority."

38.  To consider the following Question submitted by Councillor Enda McGloin;

"Can I ask the chief planner to consider a survey with regard to putting in place a tree protection order for trees in Drumshanbo at Dristernan Dumshanbo (beside 18 Dristernan leading to the last Dristernan estate)and also the trees at the entrance to the town on the Ballinamore road between Rockwell on one side and Arus Phadraig parish center on the other."

39.  To consider the following Question submitted by Councillor Enda McGloin;

"I ask Leitrim County Council to ensure that the lay-by at Blackrock, Drumshanbo used by water services contractors as a storage area for machinery and vehicles be restored to its previous state. For the last year or so this area including private boundary fences has been damaged by the contractors and I am anxious to see this area restored as it would compliment current on-going works to improve Drumshanbo's entrance from the northern side."

40.  To consider the following Question submitted by Councillor Martin Kenny;

"I am asking the Director of Services, Infrastructure when will the sewage pumping station be installed at Railway Terrace, Cannaboe, Ballinamore, as the plot of ground has been bought two years now and this work was to be completed last year.  Residents are worried that there will be further blockages and problems over the winter and need the pumping station installed now."

41.  To consider the following Question submitted by Councillor Martin Kenny;

"I am asking the Area Engineer to have the problem of slippery road surface on the R201 between Cloone football field and Annaghmacullen resolved.  Also the same slippery conditions on the Cloone to Ballinamore road, the L1495 between John Keatings and Mrs Morrows, as several accidents have occurred on both these stretches of road in wet weather and caused serious damage recently."

42.  To consider the following Question submitted by Councillor Michael Colreavy;

"Will the Manager please advise as to when it will be possible to implement low-cost traffic calming measures on R280 at Creamery Road, Manorhamilton?"

43.  To consider the following Question submitted by Councillor Michael Colreavy;

"Can Leitrim County Council designate a disabled parking space alongside Dispensary at New Line, Manorhamilton? The local General Practitioner has volunteered to have the designated doctor space used if necessary for disabled parking."

44.  To consider the following Question submitted by Councillor Gerry Reynolds;

""To ask the Head of Finance the number of commercial rate payers in the county in the years 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008 & 2009, the amount of rates received in each of these years and the amount anticipated for 2009; the number of persons and businesses paying Water Rates in the County in the years 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008 & 2009, the amount of money received in each year and the amount anticipated for 2009.""

45.  To consider the following Question submitted by Councillor Sean McGowan;

"To ask the Director of Services, Infrastructure, what is the up to date position in relation to the provision public lighting at Fox’s of Tooman, which I have requested over the past number of years. A commitment was given to provide the lights - it is extremely dangerous at night time, where there is a very busy shop, Post office & public house and the local community are concerned for their safety."

46.  To consider the following Question submitted by Councillor Sean McGowan;

"To ask the Director of Services, Planning have the Council made any progress with the Developers of the Porkrooske housing estate in Rooskey with regard to the removal of the sewerage treatment plant and the sterilisation of the site. The residents of the estate are anxious that the works concerned would be done as soon as possible and that the site be reinstated and landscaped as was promised."

47.  To consider the following Question submitted by Councillor John McCartin;

“There is a serious lack of road markings in the Ballinamore, Carrigallen and Newtowngore areas. The Junction between LP 1529 and LP 1497 (also known as The Taylor's Cross) and the junction between LP 1529 and LS 5526 (also known as Clogher Cross) on the Newtowngore Carrigallen road and the junction between LS 5526 and R 204 at Corrawallen are particularly dangerous omissions. Could the council address these and other serious road markings omissions in the area?"

48.  To consider the following Question submitted by Councillor John McCartin;

“21 years ago, a light was erected at the road side entrance to the car park in front of Drumreilly hall. At the time, the council undertook to pay the bill for this light but the local community has being paying the bill since. The hall is a well utilised community facility along the main Carrigallen-Ballinamore road across from Drumreilly church and primary school.  As a matter of public safety, this area needs to be lighted and the responsibility should not lie with the hall committee. What is the reason for the council not taking responsibility for this bill and can the council take over the payment of this bill from now on?"

49.  To consider the following Question submitted by Councillor Enda Stenson;

"May I ask the Director of Services, Infrastructure, to examine the road marking and signs indicating that there is a one way traffic system in operation at Summerhill, Carrick-on-Shannon. Of late more cars seem to operate a two way system, which is very dangerous for other motorists."

50.  To consider the following Question submitted by Councillor Enda Stenson;

"The road from Stuck Cross to Ohill Cross is in very poor repair due to the laying of new water pipes. A section of this road is becoming impassible and I am requesting that repair work be undertaken immediately."

51.  To consider the following Question submitted by Councillor Sean McDermott;

"I am asking the Council to investigate the possibility of creating a pathway at Amorset, Manorhamilton. This is where the old link-up road was to Lurganboy which is now fenced and covered over. There is a problem where children are taking a short cut and climbing over the fence rather than going over to the roundabout. In the interest of Health & Safety, if a pathway could be provided between the two roads along the stone wall it would be much safer."

52.  To consider the following Question submitted by Councillor Sean McDermott;

"Can Leitrim County Council make contact with Roscommon County Council regarding the R280 Roadway from the Old Power Station to Strabraggan National School. This part of the road is very uneven and dangerous. The road is very important and used a lot by people going to Carrick on Shannon. This issue was raised at Council meetings in the past. Has there been any response from Rosommon County Council?"

53.  To consider the following Question submitted by Councillor Sinead Guckian;

"At the September meeting of the Leitrim County Council I will ask the Carrick on Shannon Area Engineer to reinstate the footpath at main street Drumsna, adjacent to the old graveyard site, that had its surface removed some time back to allow access to services. This un-surfaced section of the footpath is dangerous and unsightly."

54.  To consider the following Question submitted by Councillor Sinead Guckian;

"At the September meeting of Leitrim County Council I will ask the County Manager, if any progress has been made to date to erect a suitable acknowledgement, at the Aura leisure Centre, for all the voluntary and community effort that was carried out over the many years by members of the original swimming pool committee in Carrick on Shannon, prior to the creation of the Aura facility. In 2007 it was agreed by this Council to erect a commemorative plaque to acknowledge the many years of community service and commitment given by the committee who ensured the successful running of the pool and sustained the service for their community"

55.  To consider the following Question submitted by Councillor Siobhan McGloin;

"To ask when Leitrim Co Co intend reinstating the Bring centre at Kinlough"

56.  To consider the following Question submitted by Councillor Siobhan McGloin;

"To ask leitrim Co.Co to repaint the Zebra crossings at Boley Hill Manorhamilton"

57.  To consider the following Question submitted by Councillor John Ward;

"The footpath across the green in Drumsna is not wheelchair accessible.  The kerbing is about eight or nine inches high and older people are not able to come across that way."

58.  To consider the following Question submitted by Councillor Francis Gilmartin;

"When does this Council intend resurfacing the Sheafield Road at Leitrim and the Rossy Road at Keshcarrigan?"

59.  To consider the following Question submitted by Councillor Francis Gilmartin;

"Why did this Council not repair and resurface the roadway outside Regan's house on Church Road, Leitrim Village which has been left unsafe for pedestrian or car to travel on since last May?"

60.  To consider the following Question submitted by Councillor Frank Dolan;

"I ask the Director of Services, Infrastructure to cut the hedges on Road L4221 in Killargue as the road is almost closed and highly dangerous."

61.  To consider the following Question submitted by Councillor Frank Dolan;

"I will ask the Director of Services, Infrastructure to immediately do something with the junction at Shriff. At the moment this junction is dangerous and difficult for the general public. This is my 4th time to raise this matter to no avail. At a recent local meeting people have threatened to remove signs at the junction which are obstructing all vision of the roads. I have advised against this action but if something is not done immediately it will happen."

62.  To consider the following Question submitted by Councillor Gerry Kilrane;

"Would the Local Engineer be in a position to examine the surface water arrangement at the townland of Funshinagh, Keshcarrigan adjacent to the property of Niall Brady and Elizabeth Bohan which was damaged by surface water from the roadway during recent  flooding."

63.  To consider the following Question submitted by Councillor Mary Bohan;

"That Leitrim County Council carry out repairs as a matter of urgency to the Moeenreave/Falty road Tarmon."

64.  To consider the following Question submitted by Councillor Mary Bohan;

"That a ‘Yield Sign’ be erected at the end of the Cloonamurgal road leading onto the Twawnylea/Greyfield Road."

65.  To consider the following Question submitted by Councillor Paddy O'Rourke;

"I would ask when will Leitrim County Council arrange to complete the road marking at Glan Cross 15881 - in spite of significant investment at this junction it is still dangerous as a result of no road markings showing the direction of the main road as it veres to the left."

66.  To consider the following Question submitted by Councillor Paddy O'Rourke;

"I would ask if Leitrim County Council would arrange to have a sign erected indicating the cemetery knows as Cavan Graveyard in the townland of Killafee, Aughavas. The cemetery is of significant interest to many visitors to the area."

67.  To consider the following Question submitted by Councillor Gerry Dolan;

"I ask the Director of Services, Infrastructure when it is intended to have the Ballinaglera Roads that were damaged by the water works repaired as they are nearly impassable at the moment."

68.  To consider the following Question submitted by Councillor Gerry Dolan;

"When will the road from Lavour Cross, Drumshanbo to JJ Dolan's, Gortnagullion be repaired before a serious accident happens?"
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